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Superintendent seeks public 
feedback on Common Core 


BY T. KEUNG HUI 
khui@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

Hundreds of thousands of 
North Carolina parents and 
teachers received text messages 
Tuesday from State Superin- 
tendent Mark Johnson asking 
them to take an online survey 
about Common Core standards. 

Johnson, who is campaigning 
to become North Carolina’s 


next lieutenant governor, an- 
nounced last week he’s calling 
for a review of Common Core 
and would survey parents and 
teachers about the math and 
language arts standards. 
Johnson has periodically sent 
mass emails about education 
issues. But in addition to the 
800,000 emails he sent Tues- 
day about the Common Core 
survey, he also sent 540,000 
texts to parents and educators. 
It marked the first time Johnson 


sent a mass text. 

“NC Superintendent Johnson 
wants to remove Common Core 
from NC schools. Do you?” says 
the first text, which includes a 
link to the survey. 

Later, people received a fol- 
low-up message telling them 
how they could opt out of future 
texts from the N.C. Department 
of Public Instruction. 

“On an issue as important as 
state standards for students, we 
want to hear from as many 


stakeholders as possible, not just 
the same Raleigh insiders,” 
Johnson said in a statement 
Tuesday about the text mes- 
sages. “So, we used modern 
technology to better communi- 
cate directly with parents and 
teachers. 

“While some Establishment 
Insiders don’t want the voices of 
real North Carolinians to be 
heard, I work for all North Car- 
olinians, so of course we will use 
all means available to communi- 


cate with parents and teachers. 
We want all parents and teach- 
ers to know that their voices are 
heard by their education lead- 


” 


ers. 


CRITICS QUESTION 
JOHNSON’S TEXT MESSAGES 

But the texts have drawn 
complaints from some parents 
and teachers. 

“Most people I have spoken to 
were shocked about getting a 
text from DPI without opting in 
or consenting to receiving 
those,” Andy Fisher, a Union 
County teacher, told the News 
& Observer on Tuesday. 

Abee Boyles, a parent of two 
Durham students, called the 
text messages “an example of 
(JJohnson’s) continued shame- 
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Powell: 
Economy 
looks OK, 
but virus 
poses risks 


BY MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

Federal Reserve Chairman 
Jerome Powell said Tuesday 
that the U.S. economy appears 
durable, with steady growth and 
unemployment near a half- 
century low, but faces risks from 
the broadening viral outbreak 
that began in China. 

Powell also said the Fed is 
content with where interest 
rates are, suggesting that no 
further rate cuts would be con- 
templated unless economic 
conditions were to change sig- 
nificantly. Since last fall, the Fed 
has kept its benchmark short- 
term rate in a low range of 1.5% 
to 1.75%, well below levels typ- 
ical during previous economic 
expansions. 

The chairman made his re- 
marks Tuesday to the House 
Financial Services Committee 
on the first of two days of semi- 
annual testimony to Congress. 

The Fed is monitoring devel- 
opments stemming from the 
coronavirus, Powell said, which 
he cautioned “could lead to 
disruptions in China that spill 
over to the rest of the global 
economy.” 

In response to questions, 
Powell said it was too early to 
assess the scope of the threat 
the virus poses to the U.S. econ- 
omy. But he observed that the 
economy “is in a very good 
place,” with strong job creation 
and steady if modest growth. 

“We will be watching that 
carefully,” he said about the 
virus’ impact. “And the question 
we will be asking is will these be 
persistent effects that could lead 
to a material reassessment of 
the outlook” in the United 
States. 

The daily death toll in China 
topped 100 for the first time, 
raising the number of deaths 
there from the virus above 
1,000. China remained mostly 
closed to business, with around 
60 million people under virtual 
quarantine in the country. 

The lockdown has raised 
concerns about how much dam- 
age the loss of production in 
China, the world’s second-larg- 
est economy, will inflict on 
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BY STEVE PEOPLES, KATHLEEN 
RONAYNE, THOMAS BEAUMONT 
AND HUNTER WOODALL 


Associated Press 


MANCHESTER, N.H. 
Fiery progressive Bernie 


day, while the party hoped the 


at least bring some clarity to a 
presidential nomination battle 
that has so far been marred by 
dysfunction and doubt. 


Buttigieg hoped to seize the 
ment with a strong finish, and 


ical disaster after fleeing the 
state hours before polls closed. 
New Hampshire could begin 
culling the Democrats’ un- 
wieldy 2020 class, which still 
features nearly a dozen candi- 


take on President Donald 

Trump in this fall’s general 
election. Tuesday’s contest 
comes just eight days after 


Sanders was fighting for Demo- 
cratic front-runner status Tues- 


New Hampshire primary would 


As Sanders predicted victory, 
former Midwestern Mayor Pete 


backing of his party’s establish- 


Joe Biden wanted to avert polit- 


dates battling for the chance to 


Iowa caucuses injected chaos 
into the race and failed to re- 
port a clear winner. 

For Sanders, the New Hamp- 


shire primary was an opportuni- 


ty to build on his dominance of 
the party’s left flank. A repeat 
of his strong showing in Iowa 


could severely damage progres- 


sive rival Sen. Elizabeth War- 
ren, who faced the prospect of 
an embarrassing defeat in a 
state that borders her home of 
Massachusetts. 

While Sanders marches for- 
ward, moderates are struggling 
to unite behind a candidate. 
After essentially tying with 
Sanders for first place in Iowa, 


Buttigieg, the 38-year-old form- 


er mayor of South Bend, Indi- 
ana, began his day as the cen- 


trist front-runner. But Minneso- 


ta Sen. Amy Klobuchar was 
mounting a spirited bid for the 
same voters. 

Having already predicted he 
would “take a hit” in New 
Hampshire after a distant 
fourth-place finish in Iowa, 
Biden was essentially ceding 
the state. He was traveling to 


South Carolina on Tuesday as 
he bet his candidacy ona 
strong showing there later this 
month boosted by support from 
black voters. 

More than a year after Demo- 
crats began announcing their 
presidential candidacies, the 
party was struggling to coalesce 
behind a message or a mess- 
enger in its quest to defeat 
Trump. That raised the stakes 
of the New Hampshire primary 
as voters weighed whether 
candidates were too liberal, too 
moderate or too inexperienced 
- vulnerabilities that could play 
to Trump’s advantage in the 
fall. 

During the final day of cam- 
paigning, many voters said they 
were still struggling to make a 
choice. Betty-Joy Roy, a 64- 
year-old director of activities at 
an assisted living facility in 
Manchester, said she decided 
only Monday to vote for Sand- 
ers. 

“I’m sick of politics as we 
know it, and I’m ready for 
someone who can do some- 
thing,” she said. “It was be- 


Sanders, Buttigieg look for good 
results in New Hampshire 


ANDREW HARNIK AP 


Samantha Murch took her sons Alexander, 8, center, and Jacob, 1, left, with her as she voted Tuesday in the New Hampshire primary at 
Bishop O'Neill Youth Center in Manchester. 


tween him and Biden. I was 
having a hard time, but I think 
we need a change.” 

Democrats were closely mon- 
itoring how many people 
showed up for Tuesday’s con- 
test. New Hampshire’s secre- 
tary of state predicated record- 
high turnout, but if that failed 
to materialize, Democrats 
would confront the prospect of 
waning enthusiasm following a 
relatively weak showing in Iowa 
last week and Trump’s rising 
poll numbers. 

Trump, campaigning in New 
Hampshire Monday night, 
sought to inject chaos in the 
process. The Republican presi- 
dent suggested that conserva- 
tive-leaning voters could affect 
the state’s Democratic primary 
results, though only registered 
Democrats and voters not regis- 
tered with either party can 
participate in New Hampshire’s 
Democratic presidential pri- 
mary. 

“T hear a lot of Republicans 
tomorrow will vote for the 
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